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1. Highlights of the Conference 

Keynotes: 

 

Aritha van Herk (University of Calgary),  

“Erasing the Lines”  

Friday, 17:30-18:30, K7 

 

 

Reingard M. Nischik, (Universität Konstanz)   

“Margaret Atwood's Reception in Canada and the United States: 

A Comparative Analysis of North American Reviews of The Blind 

Assassin” 

Saturday, 9:45-10:45, A704 
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2. About the Conference 

The border region of Lake Constance is an ideal location for discussing the contact 

between Canada and the world.  

 

In light of our topic “Canada Across Borders: Comparative Perspectives,” we conceive 

of a comparative conference that embraces a plurality of disciplines engaged with 

multifarious topics in Canadian Studies or connected to Canada.  

 

We envision a forum focusing on the relations between Canadian and other cultures in and 

outside of Canada at the interface of a number of border-crossing scholarly fields.  

 

Our conception of the conference invites intra-Canadian as well as international 

comparisons and bridges five core areas: 

I. Perspectives on Comparative Methodologies 

II. Intra-Canadian Perspectives 

III. Indigenous Perspectives in North America 

IV. Comparative North American Literature and Culture 

V. Canada and the World 
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3. About the Young Scholars‘ Forum 

The Young Scholars‘ Forum of the Association for Canadian Studies in German-

Speaking Countries (GKS) is an open forum for young scholars and students of 

Canadian studies, providing an opportunity for academic exchange.  

 

The annual conferences are designed as an open network for young scholars 

(advanced BA/MA students, doctoral students, and post-docs) in the field of Canadian 

Studies to present their current research, to network, and exchange ideas with 

colleagues and fellow Canada-enthusiasts.  

 

Currently, the executive team is based in Konstanz and Regensburg, consisting of Orla 

Flock, Bianka Gengler, Ingrid Kaplitz, Bettina Mack, Jana Nünberger, Rene Reichert, and 

Alena Schmidt-Weihrich.  

 

Another highlight is the Annual Conference of the GKS in Grainau. The Young 

Scholars‘ Forum has become an integral part of the conference by regularly organizing a 

panel on Sunday mornings. If you are interested in joining us in Grainau in 2018, feel free 

to talk to us. 
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4. Preliminary Program of the Conference 

16.00-17.00 Registration  

17.00 Conference Opening 

17.30-18.30 Opening Keynote: “Erasing the Lines” 

Chair: Bettina Mack (Universität Konstanz)  

 

  

Keynote Lecture: Aritha van Herk (University of Calgary) 

  

18.30   Reception at the University 

Friday, July 7 

Location for all Friday events: Level K7 
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Preliminary Program of the Conference 

Saturday, July 8 

Location for all Saturday events: (except for conference dinner): A704 

09.00-09.45 Registration and Coffee 

 

  

09.45-10.45 

  

Saturday Keynote: “Margaret Atwood's Reception in Canada and the United States: A 

Comparative Analysis of North American Reviews of The Blind Assassin” 

Chair: Rene Reichert (Universität Konstanz)  

  

Keynote Lecture: Reingard M. Nischik (Universität Konstanz)  

  

10.45-11.00 Coffee Break 

  

11.00-12.00 

  

Panel I: Perspectives on Comparative Methodologies 

Chair: Otilia Teodorescu-Stadler (Universität Konstanz)  

  

“’There is more than one perspective required to view a box Holistically’”: Rethinking Comparative 

Canadian Literature” 

Jessica Janßen (Université de Sherbrooke) 

 

“Should I Compare These? Building Ethical Relationships with Indigenous Literatures”  

Melanie Braith (University of Manitoba) 
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Preliminary Program of the Conference 

Saturday, July 8 

Location for all Sunday events: (except for barbecue): A704 

12.00-13.30 Lunch on Campus 

  

13.30-15.00 

  

Panel II: Intra-Canadian Perspectives 

Chair: Katrin Schmitt (Universität Konstanz)  

  

“The Mean Streets of Canada: Dismantling Roads in Tomson Highway’s The Rez Sisters and 

Betty: The Helen Betty Osborne  Story”  

Cécile Heim (Université de Lausanne) 

 

“The Language of the Colonized or the Language of the Colonial? L'Avalée des avalés and the 

Discourse of (De-)Dolonization in Québec” 

Julia Charlotte Kersting (Universität des Saarlandes) 

 

“Survival in the Post-Apocalypse: Human and Nonhuman Encounters in Margaret Atwood’s 

MaddAddam Trilogy”  

Laura Symnick (Universität Konstanz)  

 

15.00-15.30 Coffee Break 
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Preliminary Program of the Conference 

Saturday, July 8 

Location for all Saturday events: (except for conference dinner): A704 

  

15.30-17.00 

  

Panel III: Indigenous Perspectives in North America 

Chair: Eva Gruber (Universität Konstanz) 

  

“Indigenous Border Crossings: Revisiting Mohawk History in the Digital Age in TimeTraveller™” 

Kristina Baudemann (Universität Flensburg) 

 

“Similarities and Differences in Contemporary Indigenous Fiction from the United States and 

Canada” 

Patrizia Zanella (Université de Fribourg) 

 

“Comparative Models of Truth and Reconciliation: Confronting Historical Trauma of Indigenous 

Groups in Canada and Abroad”  

Alicia Krömer (Universität Wien) 

  

  

17.00-18.00 Academic Speed-Dating and Raffle 

18.45 Conference Dinner (Constanzer Wirtshaus) 
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Preliminary Program of the Conference 

Sunday, July 9 

Location for all Sunday events: A704 

09.30-10.30 Registration and Coffee 

  

10.30-11.30 

  

Panel IV: Comparative North American Literature and Culture  

Chair: Emily Petermann (Universität Konstanz) 

  

“Comparative Aspects of Federal and Local Health Care Policy between Canada and the US” 

Betsy Leimbigler (Freie Universität Berlin) 

 

"Down these Mean Streets". Comparing Conceptions of Space and the City in Raymond 

Chandler's and David Montrose's Detective Stories”  

Jasmin Bieber (Universität Konstanz) 

11.30-12.00 Coffee Break and Snacks,  

Performance by the University Orchestra 
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Preliminary Program of the Conference 

Sunday, July 9 

Location for all Sunday events: A704 

  

12.00 – 13.00 

  

Panel V: Canada and the World 

Chair: Orla Flock (Universität Konstanz) 

  

“Canadian Fiction, European Wars?”  

Sabin Jeanmaire (Universität Zürich) 

 

“Future Urban Spaces: A Comparative Reading of Nalo Hopkinson’s  

Brown Girl in the Ring and Rachel Anderson’s The Scavenger’s Tale”  

Ruth Steinberg (Universität Mainz) 

 

 

  

13.00 – 13.30  Closing Remarks 

14.00  Barbecue at the lake (Wassersportgelände) 
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5. Registration and Contact 

 

 

If you would like to attend the conference as a guest, send us an email to 

nachwuchsforum@gmail.com.  

 

As a guest, you can attend all talks on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Lunch can only be 

provided for people registering by July 1st. 

 

If you would like to attend the barbecue on Sunday, please register via Email by July 1st. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website: www.nachwuchsforum.net 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/134934376663/ 

Twitter: @NWFCanStudies 

mailto:nachwuchsforum@gmail.com
http://www.nachwuchsforum.net/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134934376663/
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6. Travel Suggestions 

Arrival in Zürich (Switzerland): 

From the airport train station, direct TRAIN (SBB) to Konstanz main station, travel time ca. 70 min., ca. 

25,00€ 

www.sbb.ch 

 

Alternative: TRAIN from airport to main station Zurich, FLIXBUS from Zurich Sihlquai (near main station) to 

Konstanz Döbeleplatz, travel time ca. 10 min. + 60 min., ca. 3€ + 8€ (advance booking recommended) 

www.flixbus.de 

 

Arrival in Stuttgart (Germany): 

TRAM S2 or S3 from Stuttgart Flughafen/Messe to Stuttgart main station, TRAIN (DB) from Stuttgart main 

station to Konstanz main station, travel time ca. 25 min. + 180 min., ca. 4€ + 25€ (Baden-Württemberg-

Ticket special) / 40€ 

www.bahn.de 

 

Alternative: FLIXBUS from Stuttgart Airport Busterminal (SAB) to Konstanz Döbeleplatz, travel time ca. 150 

min., ca. 15-20€ (advance booking recommended) 

www.flixbus.de 

 

http://www.sbb.ch/
http://www.flixbus.de/
http://www.bahn.de/
http://www.flixbus.de/
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7. Travel in Konstanz 

Busses to University:  

Lines 9A, 9B, 9C, 11, 4/13, and 13/4 

ü From Konstanz Bahnhof  

(train station) via Sternenplatz  

to Universität (University):  

Line 9A, 9B 

ü From Staad Autofähre (Car Ferry Port)  

to Universiät (University):  

Line 11 

  

Single Fare: 2,35€, Day Tickets: 4,60€ 

Available at vending machines or on bus. 

 

Conference Rooms:  

Level K7 on Friday, 

Level A7 on Saturday and Sunday 

 

Time Tables: 

ü https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/en/bus/journey-planner/ 

ü Line 9A/B to the University: https://www.stadtwerke-

konstanz.de/fileadmin/content/download/bus/Fahrplaene_2016/Linie_9ABx.pdf 

 

https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/en/bus/journey-planner/
https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/en/bus/journey-planner/
https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/en/bus/journey-planner/
https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/en/bus/journey-planner/
https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/en/bus/journey-planner/
https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/fileadmin/content/download/bus/Fahrplaene_2016/Linie_9ABx.pdf
https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/fileadmin/content/download/bus/Fahrplaene_2016/Linie_9ABx.pdf
https://www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de/fileadmin/content/download/bus/Fahrplaene_2016/Linie_9ABx.pdf
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7. Travel in Konstanz 

Location of our  

barbecue at the lake  

on Sunday  

(Wassersportgelände) 
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8. Dinner Location 

Bus from University to dinner location: Line 9 A/B from Universität to Sternenplatz (every 30 

minutes) 

  

The Young Scholars Forum Conference Dinner will take place at Constanzer Wirtshaus 

from 6.45 pm. 

  

The menu will include vegetarian options. 

 

 

 

 

 

Constanzer Wirtshaus 

Spanierstraße 3 

78467 Konstanz 

 

Tel. +49(0)7531 3630130 
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9. Accommodation 

Konstanz is a popular travel destination and highly frequented during the summer months. 

We recommend booking your conference accommodation as soon as possible. Last minute 

booking can be very expensive and spare rooms might be hard to come by. 

Suggested hotels/hostels: 

 

ü ABC Hotel (www.abc-hotel.de)  

ü Ibis Budget Hotel (http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml)   

ü Jugendherberge Konstanz (http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-

de/jugendherbergen/konstanz15/portraet)  

 

Konstanz also offers a variety of private BnBs (called Ferienwohnung or Pension) and more 

exclusive hotels. Couchsurfing (www.couchsrufing.com) and  AirBnB (www.airbnb.de) might 

be welcome and reasonably-priced alternatives. Also good to connect with locals. 

 

http://www.abc-hotel.de/
http://www.abc-hotel.de/
http://www.abc-hotel.de/
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.ibis.com/de/hotel-9283-ibis-budget-konstanz/index.shtml
http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-de/jugendherbergen/konstanz15/portraet
http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-de/jugendherbergen/konstanz15/portraet
http://www.jugendherberge.de/de-de/jugendherbergen/konstanz15/portraet
http://www.couchsrufing.com/
http://www.airbnb.de/
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10. Conference Location: Universität Konstanz 

 

University Image Movie, 2:01 min. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ruc7L6qL3Kk 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ruc7L6qL3Kk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ruc7L6qL3Kk
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11. Sightseeing and Activities in Konstanz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vNbZ6jgvF8                      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAEjkb5Bsk4 

 

ü Bodensee/Lake Constance: Whether you plan to enjoy the sunset at the Rhein river with 

a glass of regional wine (Spitalkellerei) and local beer (Ruppaner) or discover the many 

pubs along the harbor, be prepared and bring bathing gear and towels. The lake is never 

far away and always a welcome refreshment on hot July days. 

ü Old Town Center: Konstanz is proud to feature one of Germany’s oldest and completely 

intact medieval town centers. Take a stroll through streets rich in history, explore the 

minster and take in a breathtaking 360°-view of the city and lake, or be seduced by local 

cuisine in the many restaurants and bars. 

ü Insel Mainau: world-famous flower island, home to one of the last German aristocratic 

families, close to University (www.mainau.de) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vNbZ6jgvF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAEjkb5Bsk4
http://www.mainau.de/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vNbZ6jgvF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAEjkb5Bsk4

